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• Clin microbiology

• Infection control

• Clinic for infectious diseases

• Mandatory drug committée

• County medical officer

”Strama”-group

21 independent regions/ counties
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Hand-book, evidence-based measures to organize infection control 
and prevent HCAI, 1st edition 1959

1. Infection control



Evidently…

Regulation on basal hygiene 2007:



”SALAR”- The Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions

Patient safety campaign since 2007



Prevalence of HCAI in hospitalised patients

Spring – 08 est     Spring 08       Fall -08        Spring -09     Fall -09       Spring -10

http://www.skl.se/web/



Participation

 
in EARSS:

20/28 labs

 
covering

 
75 % of population

2. Clinical microbiology



Culture before treatment ?
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• Antibiotics only available on prescription

• Mandatory, independent drug committées

• Independent treatment guidelines 
(MPA/Strama, infectious diseases society)

• Marketing and interaction doctors/ industry is regulated

3. Sales and marketing issues



4. Surveillance of antibiotic consumption/ use



Benchmarking antibiotic use
example Strama-ICU

Hanberger et al SWEDRES 2008



Strama´s nation-wide point prevalence surveys of 
antibiotic use in hospitals

Example treatment of community aqcuired cystitis in adult women
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5. Feed-back of local data and antibiotic use



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

okt-08 nov-08 dec-08 jan-09

Bensylpc
Cefuroxim

IT-supported feed-back, Borås hospital
example community acquired pneumonia, penicillin recommended

1st 1st feedfeed-- 
backback

Courtesy Hans Ahrne 2009

Penicillin G
Cefuroxime

Recommended

Not 
Recommended



6. Sharing lessons from outbreak management
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Included in communicable diseases act

Success factors for outbreak control

Casefinding through contact tracing and screening

Compliance to basal hygiene

Isolation-cohort treatment at I.D. clinics whenever possible

Infection control ”contracts” with LTCF/ nursing homes

Restrictive (ecologic) antibiotic use

Task force, including the hospital manager

Laboratory capacity including typing



Draft



7. Governmental support

Proposed 
strategy against 

AMR 2000
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