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BAPCOCBAPCOC

National coordination by the Belgian National coordination by the Belgian 
Antibiotic Policy Coordination Committee Antibiotic Policy Coordination Committee 
(BAPCOC) (BAPCOC) 
createdcreated in 1999in 1999
advisoryadvisory committeecommittee embeddedembedded in the FPS in the FPS 
Public HealthPublic Health
6 6 multidisciplinarymultidisciplinary workingworking groups groups withwith
outsideoutside expertsexperts



AimsAims of BAPCOCof BAPCOC

Promote the prudent use of antibiotics Promote the prudent use of antibiotics 
and thereby reduce microbial resistanceand thereby reduce microbial resistance
… in human and veterinary medicine… in human and veterinary medicine
… in ambulatory and hospital care… in ambulatory and hospital care
… in other health care institutions … in other health care institutions 
(nursing homes)(nursing homes)
Infection control is an integral part of Infection control is an integral part of 
this approachthis approach
Essential components of quality Essential components of quality 
management and patient safety management and patient safety 



Public Public campaignscampaigns to to promotepromote the the 
prudent use of prudent use of ABsABs

RaiseRaise awarenessawareness amongamong the public and the public and 
prescribersprescribers about the importance of the about the importance of the 
prudent use of prudent use of antibioticsantibiotics
AlreadyAlready 9 9 campaignscampaigns
TVTV--spot, web site, posters, spot, web site, posters, leafletsleaflets and and 
brochures for patients, and a gadget brochures for patients, and a gadget 
((rubberrubber rings)rings)









Guidelines and Guidelines and antibioticantibiotic guideguide

ClinicalClinical guidelinesguidelines
sore sore throatthroat; ; otitisotitis media; media; cystitiscystitis; ; LRTIsLRTIs; ; 
rhinosinusitisrhinosinusitis; acute exacerbations of ; acute exacerbations of 
COPD; COPD; gastroenteritisgastroenteritis; ; pyelonephritispyelonephritis; ; 
bacterialbacterial meningitismeningitis

Antibiotic guide for Antibiotic guide for ambulatoryambulatory carecare





Antibiotic Antibiotic stewardshipstewardship in in hospitalshospitals

As of July 2007, As of July 2007, antibioticantibiotic management management 
teams are teams are mandatorymandatory in all acute care in all acute care 
hospitalshospitals
theirtheir composition, mandate and composition, mandate and takstaks have have 
been been consolidatedconsolidated in the in the legislationlegislation
financialfinancial support for the support for the AMTsAMTs
postpost--graduategraduate training course on training course on antibioticantibiotic
managementmanagement



Van Gastel et al. JAC 2010;65:576-
80

AnalysisAnalysis of AMT of AMT activityactivity reportsreports

Key Key stewardshipstewardship strategiesstrategies are are usedused by the by the 
majoritymajority of of AMTsAMTs, , suchsuch asas
-- antibioticantibiotic formularyformulary (95%)(95%)
-- clinicalclinical practice guidelines (90%)practice guidelines (90%)
-- sequentialsequential therapytherapy (80%)(80%)
-- restriction  of (restriction  of (broadbroad spectrumspectrum) ) ABsABs (75%)(75%)
-- analysisanalysis of AB of AB consumptionconsumption data (95%)data (95%)
-- analysisanalysis of of microbialmicrobial resistanceresistance data (90%)data (90%)



Antibiotic Antibiotic consumptionconsumption in in hospitalshospitals



CampaignsCampaigns to to promotepromote hand hand 
hygienehygiene in in hospitalshospitals

Raise awareness among health care Raise awareness among health care 
workers and hospitalised patients about workers and hospitalised patients about 
the importance of hand hygiene in the the importance of hand hygiene in the 
prevention of infectionsprevention of infections
Already 3 campaignsAlready 3 campaigns



MultifacetedMultifaceted approachapproach

Education of Education of HCWsHCWs on hand on hand hygienehygiene
(PowerPoint(PowerPoint--presentationpresentation, online quiz), online quiz)
RemindersReminders on the on the workwork floorfloor (posters)(posters)
Audit of Audit of compliancecompliance withwith feedbackfeedback
Promotion of Promotion of alcoholicalcoholic solutionssolutions
Patient Patient empowermentempowerment ((leafletsleaflets))







20
40

60
80

10
0

C
om

pl
ia

nc
e 

H
H 

(%
)

1 s t ca m pa ig n  (2 0 05 ) 2n d  ca m p a ign  (20 0 6 ) 3 rd  c am pa ig n (2 00 8 )

B e for e ca m pa ig n A f te r ca m p a ign

n=148 n=127 n=178           n=158 n=168 n=145N hop

48%
53%

69%

58%
69%68%

ComplianceCompliance withwith hand hand hygienehygiene



Proportion of AHR solutionsProportion of AHR solutions
0

20
40

60
80

10
0

%
 A

lc
oh

ol
/(

A
lc

oh
ol

+S
oa

p)

1 s t c a m pa ig n  (2 0 05 ) 2n d  c a m p a ign  (20 0 6 ) 3 rd  c am pa ig n (2 00 8 )

B e f or e c a m pa ig n A f te r  c a m p a ign



Nursing homesNursing homes

Project to Project to createcreate structures for infection structures for infection 
control and control and antibioticantibiotic management in management in 
nursing homesnursing homes
pilot by 4 consortia (= 1 pilot by 4 consortia (= 1 hospitalhospital and 2and 2--8 8 
nursing homes)nursing homes)
cooperationcooperation betweenbetween all all governmentgovernment levelslevels



Evolution of AB Evolution of AB consumptionconsumption 
in in ambulatoryambulatory carecare
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Evolution of Evolution of resistanceresistance rates rates 
of S. pneumoniaeof S. pneumoniae



Antibiotic Resistance of Antibiotic Resistance of S. S. pyogenespyogenes in Belgium.in Belgium. 
1985 1985 –– 2008.2008.
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National National ReferenceReference Centre of Centre of S. S. pyogenespyogenes ((UniversityUniversity of of 
AntwerpAntwerp))



Evolution of incidence of Evolution of incidence of 
MRSAMRSA



Belgian EU Belgian EU presidencypresidency

ScientificScientific meeting on ‘meeting on ‘New Strategies to New Strategies to 
monitor and control infections, antibiotic monitor and control infections, antibiotic 
use and resistance in health care facilities use and resistance in health care facilities 
in the EU Member States’in the EU Member States’ ((NovemberNovember 88--
10)10)
joint organisation of BAPCOC and ECDCjoint organisation of BAPCOC and ECDC



Program Program scientificscientific meetingmeeting

PlenaryPlenary session and 4 workshopssession and 4 workshops
-- How to How to beginbegin, , implementimplement and and sustainsustain a a 
national hand national hand hygienehygiene campaigncampaign
-- QualityQuality indicatorsindicators of infection control and of infection control and 
antibioticantibiotic management in management in hospitalshospitals
-- EuropeanEuropean point point prevalenceprevalence surveyssurveys on on 
HCAIsHCAIs and AB use in acute care and AB use in acute care hospitalshospitals
-- Infection control and prudent use of Infection control and prudent use of ABsABs
in long in long termterm care care facilitiesfacilities
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